Severe form of type 2 reaction in patients of Hansen's disease after withdrawal of thalidomide: case reports.
Thalidomide, a racemic glutamic acid analogue, was first developed in 1954 and subsequently marketed in Europe, Australia and Canada as a sedative and anti-emetic. It was approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) in the USA in 1998 for the treatment of the cutaneous manifestations of moderate to severe erythema nodosum leprosum (ENL) and suppression of the cutaneous manifestations of ENL recurrences. It is a good choice for management in patients who are dependent on corticosteroids. Common side effects of thalidomide are teratogenicity, peripheral neuropathy, sedation and constipation. We report 4 cases of Hansen's disease with recurrent ENL who were adequately managed on thalidomide. On sudden withdrawal of thalidomide, they relapsed with severe type 2 reaction including necrotic ENL.